BYLAW NO. 2912

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF OKANAGAN-SIMILKAMEEN

BYLAW NO. 2912, 2020 A

”H" & llI"

A Bylaw to amend the Electoral Area “A”, “C”,
Official Community Pla

The REGIONAL BOARD of the Regional Distri¢t o nag}imilkameen in % meeting
assembled, ENACTS as follows:

1. This Bylaw may be cited for all pur as the “Region trict of Okanagan-Similkameen
Environmentally Sensitive Develop mit Area U fficial Community Plan
Amendment Bylaw No. 2912, 2020.”

Electoral Area “A”

2. The “Electoral

i) replacing sub

.2.3 (Policies
Environment a in i

nits e

ii)

issuance of an Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) in
accordance with the guidelines outlined at Section 18.2 of this Plan unless an
exemption applies.

iii) replacing sub-section 13.3.2.6 (Policies) under Section 13.0 (Natural Environment
and Conservation) in its entirety with the following:
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.6 Encourages development that avoids impacting important native species,
habitats, ecosystems or sensitive areas and to retain important ecosystem
features and functions. Responsiveness to this policy will be a very important

iv) replacing a new sub-section 18.2 (Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit
(ESDP) Area) under Section 18.0 (Development Permit Areas) in its entirety with the
following:

18.2
1

\Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area\

Category
The Environmentally Sensitive Developm it (ESDP) Area is
designated pursuant to Section 488(1)(a overnment Act for

the protection of the natural envir
diversity.

Area

The lands shown as Environmentally itive Development Permit Area on
Schedule ‘C’ are deSignated as an Envir ntally Sensitive Development

Permit Area. l ,

development i i nvironmentally sensitive areas

Justification

& and purifying system, which can help to protect private
om flooding or land loss due to watercourse erosion.

re, as concerns over climate change grow, it should be

ed that functioning ecosystems are more efficient at consuming
n dioxide as well as carbon storage. Vegetation adjacent to
watercourses needs to remain in a largely undisturbed state in order to
maintain a healthy environment and clean water.

The south Okanagan-Similkameen area is considered one of the most
ecologically diverse in British Columbia and Canada, and includes sensitive
ecosystems which support a number of provincially Red and Blue-listed
species (extirpated, endangered, threatened, and vulnerable) and federally
listed Species at Risk. The ESDP Area is intended to protect habitat for
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endangered species of native, rare vegetation or wildlife, and provide
wildlife corridors and secondary habitat within the Plan Area.

The ESDP Area is comprised of important habitat areas for wildlife and
plant communities. Sensitive ecosystems in the area include grasslands,
riparian areas, old forest, shrub-steppe, broadleaf woodland, coniferous
woodland, wetlands, shallow soiled rock outcrops and ridges. Specifically,
BC’s pocket desert, Kruger Mountain, Osoyoos Lake, the oxbows and
wetlands of Okanagan River, Richter Pass with the natural ridgeline views
between Highway 3 and Osoyoos Lake. It is the roximity of these
diverse habitats that contribute to a wide variéty of species, both common
and rare, that are found in this Electoral

\Development requiring a permiﬂi

under Section
P area.
nt permit

ired, except where ex
opmention lands within th
nt requicing a develop

y

.1 Adevelopment permit is r
18.2.7 (Exemptions), for,
Where not exempted, deve
includes:

a) subdivisio

Guidelines

.1 A Development Per

all include:
An Ecological Assessment Phase including:
.1 background information;
2 anecological assessment;
.3 listing of rare and endangered species; and
4

stratification and rating of Environmentally Sensitive
Areas (ESAs).

ii) An Impact Assessment and Mitigation Phase including:
.1 description of proposed development;

.2 assessment of potential impacts;
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short and long term impacts;
cumulative and residual impacts;
avoidance of ESAs;

mitigation and compensation;
security requirements;
monitoring reports;

accountability; and A

.10 monitoring plan.

b o 4 o »1 x W

b) \Subdivision should be planned, designed and implemented to
protect environmentally sensitive areas. Habitats that provide for
at-risk species, at-risk ecological communities and keystone

Species should be given pl"iol’ity for protection‘.ﬁ!i [Commented [CG6]: New Guideline specific to subdivision

c) Development should b ned away from native trees and trees
containing active nest sites vities. If removal of native trees
cannot be avoided, mitigatio Id include restoration and
replanting uivalent nativ

he retentiorronnectivity corridors
hould'be preserved. Wildlife

d) Habitat conn
between sensi
ossings should

development as terms and conditions of the development
rmit.

signations under Section 488(1)(a) of the Local Government Act, the
Regional District requires that a single development permit application
that combines the requirements of each Development Permit Area be
submitted. The application will be assessed in accordance with the
individual development permit guidelines for each applicable
Development Permit Area under this bylaw and, if approved, issued
under a combined development permit.
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7 ‘Exemptionﬂ Commented [CG7]: All non-subdivision related exemptions have

been removed.

A development permit is not required for development within land in the
ESDP area for:

.1 subdivisions that propose to:

a) consolidate existing parcels, including the consolidation of parts of
a closed road to an existing parcel; or

b) alter parcel lines between two or more parcels where no
additional parcels are created upon %ﬂ of the alteration.

Electoral Area “C”

3. The “Electoral Area “C” Official Community Plan By " is amended by:

i) replacing sub-section 16.1.2.3 (Policies — eral) under Section (Natural
Environment and Conservation) in its ty W|th e following:
.3 Requires that, where a proposed \subdlvmon \af tsland subject t Commented [CG8]: Proposes to replace reference to
””””””””””” “development” with “subdivision™
Environmentally Sensitive Development P Area, an Enwronmental

Assessment (EA) be prepared by a Quallfled onmental Professional (QEP) in
accordance with the polici as well as relevant federal
and provincial best manageme

16 0 (Natural Environment

if)

Commented [CG9]: Proposes to replace reference to
“development” with “subdivision”

[ Commented [CG10]: New wording.

iv) replacing a new sub-section 21.2 (Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit
(ESDP) Area) under Section 21.0 (Development Permit Areas) in its entirety with the
following:
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21.2

Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area\

Category

The Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area is
designated pursuant to Section 488(1)(a) of the Local Government Act for
the protection of the natural environment, its ecosystems and biological
diversity.

Area eA
The lands shown as Environmentally Sensitiv velopment Permit Area on

Schedule ‘C’ are designated as an Environ Sensitive Development
Permit Area.

Justification

To regulate development acti within‘environmentall itive areas
in order to protect important se e ecosystems and biological diversity

including valuable habitat for endangered species of native, rare vegetation
or wildlife, and proyide wildlife corrid d secondary habitat.

tial ha!itat and corridors for

Background

The natural environme
plants, fish, birds and oth

pecies at Risk. The ESDP Area is intended to protect habitat for
angered species of native, rare vegetation or wildlife, and provide
wildlife corridors and secondary habitat within the Plan Area.

The ESDP Area is comprised of important habitat areas for wildlife and
plant communities. Sensitive ecosystems in the area include grasslands,
riparian areas, old forest, shrub-steppe, broadleaf woodland, coniferous
woodland, wetlands, shallow soiled rock outcrops and ridges. It is the close
proximity of these diverse habitats that contribute to a wide variety of
species, both common and rare, that are found in this Electoral Area.
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.5

.6

‘Development requiring a permiﬁ

.1 Adevelopment permit is required, except where exempt under Section
21.2.7 (Exemptions), for development on lands within the ESDP area.
Where not exempted, development requiring a development permit
includes:

a) subdivision.

Guidelines A

.1 A Development Permit is required for ment within an ESDP

accordance with the re istrict’s
Development Proce
Regional District in res ntbya

qualified environmental p nal (EIEP) that is a Registered
Professio umbia (RPBio) or team that shall
development applicant, and

!cluding:

Assessment and Mitigation Phase including:

escription of proposed development;
assessment of potential impacts;
short and long term impacts;
cumulative and residual impacts;
avoidance of ESAs;

mitigation and compensation;
security requirements;

monitoring reports;

© o N o s w N R 2

accountability; and

.10 monitoring plan.
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b) \Subdivision should be planned, designed and implemented to
protect environmentally sensitive areas. Habitats that provide for
at-risk species, at-risk ecological communities and keystone
species should be given priority for protection\. ——————————————

[ Commented [CG13]: New Guideline specific to subdivision. J

c) Development should be planned away from native trees and trees
containing active nest sites or cavities. If removal of native trees
cannot be avoided, mitigation should include restoration and
replanting with equivalent native trees.

connhectivity corridors
preserved. Wildlife

d) Habitat connectivity and the retentio
between sensitive ecosystems sho

e) Monitoring reports may

Regional District follo, pletion of a ntin
order to confirm t i ﬁdevelopment p it have

been met.

f) The Regional District may inc
identified i A to protect se
of developm
permit.

ate any areas or measures
e ecosystems from the effect
the development

Development Permit Area

Commented [CG14]: All non-subdivision related exemptions
have been removed.

for:
ubdivisions that propose to:

a) consolidate existing parcels, including the consolidation of parts of
a closed road to an existing parcel; or

b) alter parcel lines between two or more parcels where no
additional parcels are created upon completion of the alteration.
Electoral Area “D”

4. The “Electoral Area “D” Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 2603, 2013” is amended by:
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ii)

i)

v)

replacing sub-section 17.1.2.3 (Policies — General) under Section 17.0 (Natural
Environment and Conservation) in its entirety with the following:

.3 Requires that, where a proposed \subdivision \gffeﬁc;sﬁlgr]disiupjieictftpiafn 77777777
Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit Area, an Environmental
Assessment (EA) be prepared by a Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP) in
accordance with the policies outlined at Section 24.2 as well as relevant federal

and provincial best management guidelines.

replacing sub-section 17.3.2.2 (Policies) under SectionWral Environment
and Conservation) in its entirety with the following:

.2 Requires that land designated as an Environm
Permit Area shall be retained in a natural state
issuance of an Environmentally Sensitiv
accordance with the guidelines outli
exemption applies.

itive Development

pment Per SDP) in
at Section 24.2 of thi unless an

replacing sub-section 17.3.2.6 (Policies) unde
and Conservation) in its enti with the follow

tion 17.0 (Natural Environment

.6 Encourages development ids impacting i tapt native species,
habitats, ecosystems or sensitive d to retai portant ecosystem
features and functions. Respofisiven is.policy will be a very important

considerationsnsthe approval of anpfamendment bylawbpplication.
' 4

replacing on 24.2 (Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit
(ESDP) Area ent Permit Areas) in its entirety with the
following:

24.2 Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area\
d

nmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area is
pursuant to Section 488(1)(a) of the Local Government Act for
ion of the natural environment, its ecosystems and biological

.2
The lands shown as Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit Area on
Schedule ‘C’ are designated as an Environmentally Sensitive Development
Permit Area.

3 Justification

To regulate development activities within environmentally sensitive areas
in order to protect important sensitive ecosystems and biological diversity
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including valuable habitat for endangered species of native, rare vegetation
or wildlife, and provide wildlife corridors and secondary habitat.

Background

The natural environment provides essential habitat and corridors for
plants, fish, birds and other organisms. It also acts as a natural water
storage, drainage and purifying system, which can help to protect private
property from flooding or land loss due to watercourse erosion.
Furthermore, as concerns over climate chan%should be
recognized that functioning ecosystems are e efficient at consuming

carbon dioxide as well as carbon storage. ion adjacent to

he most
anada, and incl sensitive
ihcially Red and Blue-listed
ned, and vulnerable) and federally

species (extirpated, endangered, thr
listed Species at Ri ded to protect habitat for
endangered species or wildlife, and provide
wildlife corridors and abitat within Plan Area.

itat areas for wildlife and
the area include grasslands,
roadleaf woodland, coniferous

elopm ermit is required, except where exempt under Section
(Exenaptions), for development on lands within the ESDP area.
not exempted, development requiring a development permit

subdivision.

Guidelines

.1 A Development Permit is required for development within an ESDP
Area, and shall be in accordance with the following guidelines:

a) An Environmental Assessment (EA) Report, prepared in
accordance with the requirements of the Regional District’s
Development Procedures Bylaw, must be submitted to the
Regional District in respect of the proposed development by a
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qualified environmental professional (QEP) that is a Registered
Professional Biologist in British Columbia (RPBio) or team that shall
include a RPBio under contract to the development applicant, and
shall include:

i) An Ecological Assessment Phase including:
.1 background information;
2 anecological assessment;
.3 listing of rare and endangere ;and
4

stratification and rating o nmentally Sensitive

Areas (ESAs).

ii) An Impact Assessmen including:

ecies'should be given priority for protection.

c) velopment should be planned away from native trees and trees
ontaining active nest sites or cavities. If removal of native trees
cannot be avoided, mitigation should include restoration and
replanting with equivalent native trees.

d) Habitat connectivity and the retention of connectivity corridors
between sensitive ecosystems should be preserved. Wildlife
crossings should be designed to protect continuity of wildlife
corridors where these are interrupted by roadways.

e) Monitoring reports may be required to be submitted to the
Regional District following the completion of a development in
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order to confirm the conditions of a development permit have
been met.

f) The Regional District may incorporate any areas or measures
identified in an EA to protect sensitive ecosystems from the effect
of development as terms and conditions of the development
permit.

.4 If an area of land is subject to additional Development Permit Area
designations under Section 488(1)(a) of the Laeal Government Act, the
Regional District requires that a single dev; ment permit application
that combines the requirements of ea elopment Permit Area be

submitted. The application will be a ccordance with the
individual development permit guid applicable
Development Permit Area un roved, issued
under a combined develop
7 Exemptions ’ Commented [20]:
A development permit is not require development within land in the

ESDP area for:

.1 subdivisions that

Iuding'the consolidation of parts of

a) consolidate exi

Electoral Area “E”

Commented [CG21]: All non-subdivision related exemptions
have been removed.

iv) replacing sub-section 18.3.2.2 (Policies) under Section 18.0 (Natural Environment
and Conservation) in its entirety with the following:

.2 Requires that land designated as an Environmentally Sensitive Development

Permit Area shall be retained in a natural state and not ‘subdivided ‘prior to the Commented [CG22]: Proposes to replace reference to
””””” “development” with “subdivision™

issuance of an Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) in
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accordance with the guidelines outlined at Section 23.2 of this Plan unless an
exemption applies.

v) replacing sub-section 18.3.2.6 (Policies) under Section 18.0 (Natural Environment
and Conservation) in its entirety with the following:

.6 Encourages development that avoids impacting important native species,
habitats, ecosystems or sensitive areas and to retain important ecosystem
features and functions. Responsiveness to this policy will be a very important

consideration in the approval of an amendment by%ation. 7777777777

(ESDP) Area) under Section 23.0 (Development P

following: A

23.2
1

Category

ment Permit (ESDP) Area is
the Local Government Act for
ecosystems and biological

The Environmentally Sensitive Deve
designated pursuant to Section 488(1
the protection of th ural environme
diversity.

portant sensitive ecosystems and biological diversity
abitat for endangered species of native, rare vegetation

atural environment provides essential habitat and corridors for
plants, fish, birds and other organisms. It also acts as a natural water
storage, drainage and purifying system, which can help to protect private
property from flooding or land loss due to watercourse erosion.
Furthermore, as concerns over climate change grow, it should be
recognized that functioning ecosystems are more efficient at consuming
carbon dioxide as well as carbon storage. Vegetation adjacent to
watercourses needs to remain in a largely undisturbed state in order to
maintain a healthy environment and clean water.

Amendment Bylaw No. 2912, 2020
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The south Okanagan-Similkameen area is considered one of the most
ecologically diverse in British Columbia and Canada, and includes sensitive
ecosystems which support a number of provincially Red and Blue-listed
species (extirpated, endangered, threatened, and vulnerable) and federally
listed Species at Risk. The ESDP Area is intended to protect habitat for
endangered species of native, rare vegetation or wildlife, and provide
wildlife corridors and secondary habitat within the Plan Area.

The ESDP Area is comprised of important habitat areas for wildlife and
plant communities. Sensitive ecosystems in t%clude grasslands,
riparian areas, old forest, shrub-steppe, broadleaf woodland, coniferous
woodland, wetlands, shallow soiled rock nd ridges. It is the close

.1 Adevelopment permit is re e twhere exempmer Section
23.2.7 (Exemptions), for develo t on lands within the ESDP area.
Where not ex ted, developme uiring a development permit
includes:

a) subdivision.

required for development within an ESDP
all be in accordance with the following guidelines:

fessional Biologist in British Columbia (RPBio) or team that shall
lude a RPBio under contract to the development applicant, and
all include:

i) An Ecological Assessment Phase including:
.1 background information;
2 anecological assessment;
.3 listing of rare and endangered species; and
4

stratification and rating of Environmentally Sensitive
Areas (ESAs).

ii) An Impact Assessment and Mitigation Phase including:

Amendment Bylaw No. 2912, 2020
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description of proposed development;
assessment of potential impacts;
short and long term impacts;
cumulative and residual impacts;
avoidance of ESAs;

mitigation and compensation;

security requirements; A

monitoring reports;

L 0 N o 1 B W N R

accountability; and

.10 monitoring plan.

b) Subdivision should beglanned, designed and im ented to
protect environme nsitiéeas. Habitats t ovide for
at-risk species, at-risk ec ical dommunities and keystone

species should be given pri or protection.

c) Developm ould be planne y from native trees and trees
containing a sites or cavi moval of native trees
cannot be avoided, ion shouldjinclude restoration and

replanting with

ntion of connectivity corridors
osystems should be preserved. Wildlife

f) e Regional District may incorporate any areas or measures
entified in an EA to protect sensitive ecosystems from the effect
of development as terms and conditions of the development
permit.

.5 If an area of land is subject to additional Development Permit Area
designations under Section 488(1)(a) of the Local Government Act, the
Regional District requires that a single development permit application
that combines the requirements of each Development Permit Area be
submitted. The application will be assessed in accordance with the
individual development permit guidelines for each applicable
Development Permit Area under this bylaw and, if approved, issued
under a combined development permit.
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7 \Exemption#

A development permit is not required for development within land in the
ESDP area for:

.1 subdivisions that propose to:

a) consolidate existing parcels, including the consolidation of parts of
a closed road to an existing parcel; or

b) alter parcel lines between two or mw where no
additional parcels are created upon. pletion of the alteration.

Electoral Area “F”

0.2790, 20

eneral) under Section 16 al
witP} following:

.3 Requires that, where a proposed subdivision affects land subject to an
Environmentally Sensitive,Development Per| ea, an Environmental

Assessment (EA) be prepa ental Professional (QEP) in
.Vvell as relevant federal

6. The “Electoral Area “F” Official Community Plan amended by:

i) replacing sub-section 16.1.2.3 (Policies
Environment and Conservation) in its’en

accordance with the policie
and provincial best manage

ii) i 3.2 i ion 16.0 (Natural Environment

ansitive Development Permit (ESDP) in
idelines outlined at Section 23.2 of this Plan unless an

16.3.2.6 (Policies) under Section 16.0 (Natural Environment
its entirety with the following:

iv) replacing a new sub-section 23.2 (Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit
(ESDP) Area) under Section 23.0 (Development Permit Areas) in its entirety with the
following:
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Commented [27]:
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23.2

Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area\

Category

The Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area is
designated pursuant to Section 488(1)(a) of the Local Government Act for
the protection of the natural environment, its ecosystems and biological
diversity.

Area eA
The lands shown as Environmentally Sensitiv velopment Permit Area on

Schedule ‘H’ are designated as an Environ Sensitive Development
Permit Area.

Justification

To regulate development acti within‘environmentall itive areas
in order to protect important se e ecosystems and biological diversity

including valuable habitat for endangered species of native, rare vegetation
or wildlife, and proyide wildlife corrid d secondary habitat.

tial ha!itat and corridors for

Background

The natural environme
plants, fish, birds and oth

pecies at Risk. The ESDP Area is intended to protect habitat for
angered species of native, rare vegetation or wildlife, and provide
wildlife corridors and secondary habitat within the Plan Area.

The ESDP Area is comprised of important habitat areas for wildlife and
plant communities. Sensitive ecosystems in the area include grasslands,
riparian areas, old forest, shrub-steppe, broadleaf woodland, coniferous
woodland, wetlands, shallow soiled rock outcrops and ridges. It is the close
proximity of these diverse habitats that contribute to a wide variety of
species, both common and rare, that are found in this Electoral Area.
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.5 ‘Development requiring a permiﬁ [Commented [CG31]: New wording.

.1 Adevelopment permit is required, except where exempt under Section
23.2.7 (Exemptions), for development on lands within the ESDP area.
Where not exempted, development requiring a development permit

includes:
b) subdivision.
.6 Guidelines
.1 A Development Permit is required for ment within an ESDP

qualified environmental p nal (QEP) that is a Registered
Professio umbia (RPBio) or team that shall
nder contract t development applicant, and

hase<!cluding:

i)

Assessment and Mitigation Phase including:

escription of proposed development;
assessment of potential impacts;
short and long term impacts;
cumulative and residual impacts;
avoidance of ESAs;

mitigation and compensation;
security requirements;

monitoring reports;

L o N o d w N R 2

accountability; and

.10 monitoring plan.
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b) Subdivision should be planned, designed and implemented to
protect environmentally sensitive areas. Habitats that provide for
at-risk species, at-risk ecological communities and keystone
species should be given priority for protection.

c) Development should be planned away from native trees and trees
containing active nest sites or cavities. If removal of native trees
cannot be avoided, mitigation should include restoration and
replanting with equivalent native trees.

d) Habitat connectivity and the retentio
between sensitive ecosystems sho

connectivity corridors
preserved. Wildlife

e) Monitoring reports may

pletion of a ntin
order to confirm t i ions§ development pWhave
been met.

f) The Regional District may inc
identified i A to protect se
of developm
permit.

ate any areas or measures
e ecosystems from the effect
the development

ea of land is subj Development Permit Area

Commented [CG32]: Option for an “Expedited Development
Permit” has been removed as it is primarily related to building
ent permit is not required for development within land in the permits (was Section 21.2.7).

for:

ubdivisions that propose to:

a) consolidate existing parcels, including the consolidation of parts of
a closed road to an existing parcel; or

b) alter parcel lines between two or more parcels where no
additional parcels are created upon completion of the alteration.
Electoral Area “H”

7. The “Electoral Area “H” Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 2497, 2012” is amended by:
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i) replacing Section 17.0 (Environment & Conservation) in its entirety with the
following:

17.0
17.1

ENVIRONMENT & CONSERVATION
Background

Environmental quality is an important component of the community vision,
and is tied to the quality of life and lifestyle options valued by local
residents, property owners and visitors. The natural attributes of the Plan

area, however, are seen to extend beyond the b ries of Electoral Area
“H”, and the Regional District considers that ironmental issues in the
Similkameen Valley should be addressed f| oad regional

perspective.

The Similkameen Valley is situated i
Cascade Mountains, with the w
include Electoral Area “H”) p

rn part of the valley ich is seen to
sing a cdoler, moister cli m that
fthe%lley. The whole of the Valley is
seen to belong to the Southern IntetionEcoprovince”, which has the
greatest diversity of birds in the interi British Columbia and the most
breeding species of e Ecoprovinces inthe province. The low elevation
areas of the Similkam are also ho ere Bunchgrass (BG),
Ponderosa Pine (PP), and, Int glas Fir (IDF) zones. These three
zones are comparatively'tare

grass zone isjpredominantly in the valley bottom from
ward, the Intetie’Douglas Fir (very dry hot) zone follows

ts as being “at risk”. Alteration and the loss of ecosystems have
occurred due to a variety of activities such as livestock farming,

as been on vineyard/winery and rural ranchette or larger parcel
e developments.

The Similkameen River as a whole system continues to support many intact
remaining natural attributes such as riparian deciduous forests, dense
thickets, meadows and wetlands associated with its floodplain. The
cottonwood forests on the valley floor are a notable feature of the
landscape. Equally significant are the high mountains with deep dry valleys,
the surrounding sensitive upland ecosystems of sagebrush grasslands,
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rugged slopes, old growth open Ponderosa Pine and Interior Douglas Fir
forests.

For the purpose of protecting environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs), which
include not only riparian areas, but shrub-steppe, forested lands, rugged
terrain and aquatic areas, the Regional District undertook Sensitive
Ecosystem Inventory (SEI) mapping around the communities of Eastgate,
Otter Lake and Chain Lakes.

As a local government listed under Section 3 of t iparian Areas
Protection Regulation, the Regional District ha plemented a
Watercourse Development Permit (WDP) signation in order to

protect riparian areas; being lands withi of the high water mark
of streams and ravines including lake d wetlands, and as

described further at Section 22.3
areas and other enviro tally sensitive
areas in the Plan Area see ‘G’ (Environmentally Senw

Development Permit Area and Ot tant Ecosystem Area) and

Schedule ‘H’ (Watercourse Develop ermit Area).
17.1.1 Objectives - General

.1 Maintain and sustain envir ent by encouraging the
enhancement of ecolegic Y protecting biodiversity.

For maps of development per

and agents to inform and guide the design
that is sensitive to important landscape
ourses, hillsides and sensitive ecosystems.

@ protect source water quality and quality today and

ecognizes the importance of containing and controlling noxious
weeds through the continued endorsement of weed prevention and
control initiatives.

.2 Recognizes and encourages the educational and eco-tourism
contribution toward protection of the community’s natural
environment made by environmental organizations, and supports
accommodating these uses with the necessary changes to the land use
designations so long as the general intent of policies in this Plan are
met.
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17.2

.3 Requires that, where a proposed subdivision affects land subject to an
Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit Area, an
Environmental Assessment (EA) be prepared by a Qualified
Environmental Professional (QEP) in accordance with the policies
outlined at Section 22.2 as well as relevant federal and provincial best
management guidelines.

.4 Requires that EA reports prepared by QEPs be undertaken in
accordance with the Regional District’s Development Procedures
Bylaw.

.5 Supports the incorporation of tradition logical knowledge in the

stewardship of important foreshore d terrestrial
ecosystems, and will seek to work w imilkameen Indian
Band and Lower Similkameen ate it where

feasible, practical and apprgpriate.
Riparian and Foreshore Areas ) '
Riparian areas are places under the i ce of water. They surround and
contain wetlands, , permanent an rmittent creeks, springs, wet
meadows, etc. The includes severallakes such as Missezula,

Alison, Chain, Link, Osprey irsk Lakes and numerous smaller lakes.
The Plan Area also includes the en,River and various smaller

arian areas have potential to impact water quality, affect
e fish habitat impact habitat for species at risk.

ng native species, and ecosystems. Natural riparian areas
nificant ecosystems benefits that costly water treatment and
lanning for species at risk cannot replace.

provide
cover,

Ily land above the high water mark (natural boundary) is privately
and land below the high water mark belongs to the Crown and forms
part of the water resource in the province. Land within 30.0 metres of the
high water mark of a stream or a ravine is identified as being within a
Watercourse Development Permit Area and any development within this
area may require a Development Permit (see Section 22.3). Other activities
that are subject to regulation include dock construction and modification,
mooring buoy installation, and shoreline modifications (including sand, soil,
vegetation removal, disturbance, and addition).
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17.2.1 Objectives

1

Foster community awareness of the importance and sensitivity of the
riparian and foreshore environments in the Plan Area.

Protect aquatic habitat areas and associated environmentally
sensitive areas from negative impacts of development as identified in
Schedule ‘G’ (Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit Area
and Other Important Ecosystem Area) and Schedule ‘H’ (Watercourse

Development Permit Area).
Improve and better manage waterfron lic access along major

lake shorelines, while limiting the ov, ber of public access
points.

il instability areas
ore dﬂopment that rfns the
S ins,the sensitivesriparian and

Conserve, pro d enhance surf. round and aquifer water
sources in coop i V, local water purveyors

and landowners.
atercourses to maintain their

Minimize and avoid develop

natural character of all lake
foreshore ecosystems.

t permit area. Land designated as a Watercourse
lopment Permit Area shall be developed according to the
lines outlined in Section 22.3 (Watercourse Development

mit Area) of this Plan unless an exemption applies. The
atercourse Development Permit Area includes the lands within
30.0 metres of the high water mark of a stream or ravine identified
on Schedule ‘H’.

Encourages provincial and federal water and resource managers to
protect and enhance water quality, base flows, natural drainage
patterns, and continuous riparian corridors of sufficient width to
accommodate the dynamic nature of the hydrologic system, to avoid
and reduce flood damage, to avoid the need for channel stabilization,
to avoid underground drainage systems, to avoid groundwater
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interruption, and to protect and sustain aquatic biota, important fish
populations and habitats.

.3 Supports efforts that maintain appropriate riparian buffers,
determined by qualified professionals that take into account
processes of natural erosion, deposition and movement of natural
stream boundaries, floodplain provisions and sensitive terrestrial
habitats

.4 Encourages and supports the analysis of grodnd water hydrology in
areas with identified aquifers, and requi nvirenmental
assessments in advance of considerin ing amendments for uses

such as heavy industrial, mining, f nd/or sewage or waste
containment.

vironmental

foreshore areas.
.6 Encourages the subdivisio rov))fficer to ensure.at public

access to lakes is provided pursuantto Section 75 of the Land Title
Act.

.5 Discourages development
impact on lake riparian

tion 86 of the jitle Act and Section 56 of the
e developm n a floodplain and provide
intended purpose.

.7 Supports the u
Community Cha
for the safe use of the lan

P

ub-steppe ecosystems are particularly sensitive to

and subject to habitat loss through development, agriculture
, impacts from invasive plants, and habitat loss resulting from
n use.

Significant proportions of sensitive terrestrial habitat have been provincially
recognized and protected in the Plan Area.

17.3.1 Objectives

.1 Protect and steward sensitive and important terrestrial ecosystem areas as
identified in Schedule ‘G’ (Environmentally Sensitive Development
Permit Area Areas).
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.2 Encourage provincial and federal governments, private organizations and
private landowners to protect, enhance and manage critical habitat areas
for species at risk in the Plan Area.

.3 Work cooperatively with regional partners and support rehabilitation,
restoration and enhancement of wildlife habitats and environmentally
sensitive areas that have been subject to negative impacts in the past.

.4 Encourage and facilitate linkages of protected habitat areas.

17.3.2 Policies
The Regional Board:

a) Designated these lan

velopment Permit Area or identified as “Potential Sensitive
ems” on Schedule ‘G’ to remain as large as possible to protect
abitat areas.

not support the re-designation of land under the OCP or the re-
oning of land under the Zoning Bylaw where it is determined that the
proposed development is contrary to the ESDP Area Guidelines of this
Plan and the impact cannot be mitigated to a level acceptable to the
Regional Board.

.6 Encourages development that avoids impacting important native
species, habitats, ecosystems or sensitive areas and to retain
important ecosystem features and functions. Responsiveness to this
policy will be a very important consideration in the approval of an
application.
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.7 Encourage the protection, preservation, enhancement and
management of sensitive ecosystems or land contiguous to sensitive
ecosystems of private lands through the following methods:

a)

b)
c)
d)

e)

f)
g)

h)

.8 Supports conse
wildlife corridors

174

donation of areas to the Regional District or provincial
government;

donation of areas to a land trust or conservation organization;
introduction of conservation area designation and zoning;

creation of conservation covenants in f municipal,
provincial government, private consérvation organizations;

establishment of statutory rig er the Land Title Act

for affected areas;

establishment of long-t

oting the protection of
ith interfacing Crown

to restore disturbed sites.

ation is applied to land that is preserved and
nigue natural value, land left in a natural or semi-natural

ses and which are held by an individual or an organisation, such as

The Nature Trust of British Columbia or the Nature Conservancy of Canada.

For a map of Conservation Areas in the Plan Area see Schedule ‘B’ (Official
Community Plan Map).
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17.4.1 Objectives

1

Protect and steward designated Conservation Areas in their natural or
semi-natural state for the purpose of conserving plant life and
providing habitat for wildlife or fish.

Work with agencies and partners, including local First Nations to
enhance, protect and interpret ecological systems and biodiversity in
Conservation Areas.

Work with property owners and agents t%nd guide the design
of development in a way that is sensitive 40 adjacent or abutting

Conservation Areas.

17.4.2 Policies

The Regional Board:

i

Recognizes and encour; eduz%nal and eco-tot:y
contributions toward protec f servation Areas pnade by
environmental organizations, a ports accommodating these uses
where they do conflict with Co ation Area objectives.

of tradition ical knowledge in the
as, and seek to work with local

Sible, practical and

Supports the inc
stewardship of Conserv
First Nations to incorpora
ap iate.

Ily Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area is
pursuant to Section 488(1)(a) of the Local Government Act for

.2
The lands shown as Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit Area on
Schedule ‘G’ are designated as an Environmentally Sensitive Development
Permit Area.

.3 Justification

To regulate development activities within environmentally sensitive areas
in order to protect important sensitive ecosystems and biological diversity
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including valuable habitat for endangered species of native, rare vegetation
or wildlife, and provide wildlife corridors and secondary habitat.

Background

The natural environment provides essential habitat and corridors for
plants, fish, birds and other organisms. It also acts as a natural water
storage, drainage and purifying system, which can help to protect private
property from flooding or land loss due to watercourse erosion.
Furthermore, as concerns over climate chan%should be
recognized that functioning ecosystems are e efficient at consuming

ion adjacent to
state in order to

carbon dioxide as well as carbon storage.

cally diverse in

e?which
ue listed species/(extirpated,

endangered, threatened and vulner and federally listed Species at
Risk. The ESDP Area,is intended to pro abitat for endangered species
of native, rare veget r wildlife, and |de wildlife corridors and
secondary habitat wit

|tat areas for wildlife and

subdivision.

Guidelines

.1 A Development Permit is required for development within an ESDP
Area, and shall be in accordance with the following guidelines:

a) An Environmental Assessment (EA) Report, prepared in
accordance with the requirements of the Regional District’s
Development Procedures Bylaw, must be submitted to the
Regional District in respect of the proposed development by a
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qualified environmental professional (QEP) that is a Registered
Professional Biologist in British Columbia (RPBio) or team that shall
include a RPBio under contract to the development applicant, and
shall include:

i) An Ecological Assessment Phase including:
.1 background information;
2 anecological assessment;
.3 listing of rare and endangere ;and
4

stratification and rating o nmentally Sensitive

Areas (ESAs).

ii) An Impact Assessmen including:

ecies'should be given priority for protection.

c) velopment should be planned away from native trees and trees
ontaining active nest sites or cavities. If removal of native trees
cannot be avoided, mitigation should include restoration and
replanting with equivalent native trees.

d) Habitat connectivity and the retention of connectivity corridors
between sensitive ecosystems should be preserved. Wildlife
crossings should be designed to protect continuity of wildlife
corridors where these are interrupted by roadways.

e) Monitoring reports may be required to be submitted to the
Regional District following the completion of a development in
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order to confirm the conditions of a development permit have
been met.

f) The Regional District may incorporate any areas or measures
identified in an EA to protect sensitive ecosystems from the effect
of development as terms and conditions of the development
permit.

.7 If an area of land is subject to additional Development Permit Area
designations under Section 488(1)(a) of the Lgeal Government Act, the
Regional District requires that a single dev; ment permit application
that combines the requirements of eac elopment Permit Area be

7

A development permit is not require development within land in the

ESDP area for:
Iudinglthe consolidation of parts of

.1 subdivisions that

a) consolidate exi

ommunity Plan Bylaw No. 2683, 2008” is amended by:
17.1.2.3 (Policies — General) under Section 17.0 (Natural

entally Sensitive Development Permit Area, an Environmental
Assessment (EA) be prepared by a Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP) in
accordance with the policies outlined at Section 23.2 as well as relevant federal
and provincial best management guidelines.

ii)  replacing sub-section 17.3.2.2 (Policies) under Section 17.0 (Natural Environment
and Conservation) in its entirety with the following:

Commented [CG33]: The following references have been
removed:
b)the construction of, addition to or alteration of a building or
other structure; and

c)alteration of the land, including grading, removal of vegetation,
deposit or moving of soil, paving, installation of drainage or
underground services.
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.2 Requires that land designated as an Environmentally Sensitive Development c e — Sdivision related ;
. . . Py . ommente: H non-si 1vision related exemptions
Permit Area shall be retained in a natural state and not \subdlwded ‘pHOf{G the- - - e ] o e

issuance of an Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) in
accordance with the guidelines outlined at Section 23.2 of this Plan unless an
exemption applies.

iii) replacing sub-section 17.3.2.6 (Policies) under Section 17.0 (Natural Environment
and Conservation) in its entirety with the following:

.6 Encourages development that avoids impacting imwme species,
habitats, ecosystems or sensitive areas and to retai portant ecosystem
features and functions. Responsiveness to this be a very important
consideration in the approval of an amendment bylaw jcation. Commented [36]:

ent Peh)it Areas) in its

iv) replacing a new sub-section 24.2 (Environ
(ESDP) Area) under Section 24.0 (Deve
following:

\24.2 Environmentally Sensitive Development Permit (ESDP) Area\ Commented [CG37]: All non-subdivision related exemptions
””””” have been removed.

1 Category

The Environmentally
designated pursuant toSecti
the protection of the natural
diversi

(a) of the'Llocal Government Act for
its ecosystems and biological

development activities within environmentally sensitive areas
protect important sensitive ecosystems and biological diversity
valuable habitat for endangered species of native, rare vegetation
life, and provide wildlife corridors and secondary habitat.

4 Background

The natural environment provides essential habitat and corridors for
plants, fish, birds and other organisms. It also acts as a natural water
storage, drainage and purifying system, which can help to protect private
property from flooding or land loss due to watercourse erosion.
Furthermore, as concerns over climate change grow, it should be
recognized that functioning ecosystems are more efficient at consuming
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carbon dioxide as well as carbon storage. Vegetation adjacent to
watercourses needs to remain in a largely undisturbed state in order to
maintain a healthy environment and clean water.

The south Okanagan-Similkameen area is considered one of the most
ecologically diverse in British Columbia and Canada, and includes sensitive
ecosystems which support a number of provincially Red and Blue-listed
species (extirpated, endangered, threatened, and vulnerable) and federally
listed Species at Risk. The ESDP Area is intended to,protect habitat for
endangered species of native, rare vegetatioWe, and provide

wildlife corridors and secondary habitat within the Plan Area.

as for wildlife and
lude grasslands,

d, coniferous
d rock outcrops and r s. It is the close
thatc rlbute toawi

jety of
nd in this Electoral Area.
\Development requiring a permiﬂ

here exempt under Section
wwnhm the ESDP area.

fring a development permit

The ESDP Area is comprised of importan
plant communities. Sensitive ecosyst
riparian areas, old forest, shrub-st;
woodland, wetlands, shallow soi
proximity of these diverse h
species, both common and rare,

.1 Adevelopment
24.2.7 (Exemptio
Where not exempt

velopment Procedures Bylaw, must be submitted to the
gional District in respect of the proposed development by a
ualified environmental professional (QEP) that is a Registered
Professional Biologist in British Columbia (RPBio) or team that shall
include a RPBio under contract to the development applicant, and
shall include:

i) An Ecological Assessment Phase including:
.1 background information;
.2 an ecological assessment;

.3 listing of rare and endangered species; and
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.4 stratification and rating of Environmentally Sensitive
Areas (ESAs).

i) AnImpact Assessment and Mitigation Phase including:
description of proposed development;
assessment of potential impacts;

short and long term impacts;

cumulative and residual im%

avoidance of ESAs;

mitigation and compe ion;

) N 4

b) ivisi igned and implemented to

security requirem

L o 4 o L W N R

s. Habitats that provide for
yies and keystone

Commented [CG39]: Proposes to replace reference to
“development” with “subdivision”

nitoring reports may be required to be submitted to the
gional District following the completion of a development in
rder to confirm the conditions of a development permit have
been met.

The Regional District may incorporate any areas or measures
identified in an EA to protect sensitive ecosystems from the effect
of development as terms and conditions of the development
permit.

.2 Ifan area of land is subject to additional Development Permit Area
designations under Section 488(1)(a) of the Local Government Act, the
Regional District requires that a single development permit application
that combines the requirements of each Development Permit Area be
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READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME this day of
PUBLIC HEARING held on this day
READ A THIRD TIME this day of

ADOPTED this day

submitted. The application will be assessed in accordance with the
individual development permit guidelines for each applicable
Development Permit Area under this bylaw and, if approved, issued
under a combined development permit.

\Exemptioni

A development permit is not required for development within land in the
ESDP area for:

.1 subdivisions that propose to:

a) consolidate existing parcels, inclu
a closed road to an existing par.

consolidation of parts of

b) alter parcel lines between
additional parcels are ¢ i e alteration.

Corporate Officer
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