
Drinking Water Protection
Small Water Systems
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Interior Health



Drinking Water Protection Act

• Act Passed in 2001

• Drinking Water Protection Regulation Passed in 2003

• Replaces the “Safe Drinking Water Regulation” 
made under the Health Act in 1993



How does the DWP Act/Reg Apply 
to a Water Supplier?

• Must provide potable water 
• Must have a construction permit for 

construction, installation, alteration or 
extension

• Must have a valid operating permit
• Must have a certified operator
• Must have an emergency response 

plan



How does the DWP Act/Reg Apply 
to a Water Supplier? (con’t)

• Must monitor water system
• Must flood proof wells
• Must inform public of 

– a. Results of monitoring
– b.    Emergency response plan
– c. Water source and system assessments
– d. If applicable assessment response plans
– e. Threats to drinking water



Public Notification
• Water Quality Advisory Used in situations in which 

the public health threat posed by the water supply system is modest, 
and actions can me taken to reduce the risks through means other 
than requiring a Boil Water Notice or Do Not Use Water Notice.

• Boil Water Notice Used in situations in 
which the public health threat posed by the water supply 
system is significant and the nature of the threat is one that 
can be effectively addressed through boiling of the water.

• Do Not Use Water Notice Used in situations where 
a significant public health threat exists in relation to the water 
supply system, and the threat cannot be adequately addressed 
through a Water Quality Advisory or Boil Water Notices



Bacteriological Monitoring

• Total Coliforms – bacteria that are found 
in soils and decaying vegetation.

• E.coli – bacteria found in the digestive 
tract of warm of blooded animals.
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Waterborne Disease Outbreaks





Interior Health Drinking Water 
Goals

• Drinking Water must be free of pathogens
• Drinking water must be free of toxic 

chemicals
• Water systems meet the 43210 objectives.



Water Quality Objectives

• 4 log inactivation of viruses:

• 2 forms of Treatment for Surface Water

• Less than 1 NTU of turbidity

• 3 log inactivation of Giardia Lamblia 
and Cryptosporidium

• 0 E.coli 
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