
Okanagan Falls OCP & Zoning Bylaws

Electoral Area Services Committee
June 4, 2026



Okanagan Falls OCP & Zoning Bylaws

Statutory Authority

• Section 472 of the Local Government Act 
allows the RDOS Board to adopt one or 
more official community plans (OCPs).

• All bylaws enacted by the RDOS Board 
after the adoption of an OCP bylaw must 
be consistent with that OCP.
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Background

• Since the 1990s, the RDOS Board has 
adopted OCP Bylaws that generally 
reflect Electoral Area boundaries.

• The current Electoral Area “D” 
boundaries date to 2018 (and the 
creation of Electoral Area “I”).

• Okanagan Falls is the “Primary 
Growth Area” within Area “D”.
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Background:

• On March 26, 2025, Okanagan Falls 
residents voted in favour of 
incorporating as a municipality.

• RDOS land use bylaws will need to 
be amended to reflect the new 
District Municipality.

• It is being proposed that these 
amendments be done pro-actively, 
and prior to Oct. of 2026.
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Background

• Regional District land use bylaws that 
currently apply to Okanagan Falls 
include:

 Electoral Area “D” OCP Bylaw

 Okanagan Valley Zoning Bylaw

 Subdivision & Development Servicing Bylaw 

 Development Procedures Bylaw

 Advisory Planning Commission

 Board of Variance
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Background

• Section 34 of the Local Government Act 
states that if a municipality is 
incorporated:

a bylaw adopted by a regional district … 
that applies to the area continues in 
force as if it were a bylaw of the 
municipality until it is amended or 
repealed by the council.
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Background

• On January 1, 2016, the Province 
approved the incorporation of 5,274 
ha of land comprising the Copper 
Mountain mine site within the Town 
of Princeton’s municipal boundaries.

• The Town inherited the Electoral Area 
“H” OCP & Zoning Bylaws as they 
existed on this date for these lands.
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Background

• The Town subsequently 
amended its OCP & Zoning 
bylaws to incorporate the 
mine site.

• The Regional District also 
amended the Electoral 
Area “H” OCP & Zoning 
bylaws to remove the 
mine site.

Princeton 
Municipal Boundary

(pre-2016)

Princeton 
Municipal Boundary

(post-2016)
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Background

• This process can become problematic 
if not done correctly.

• RDOS bylaws only apply as they 
existed on the day of incorporation.

• Subsequent amendments by the Board 
are not applicable.

• Applying zoning properly requires 
reference to the whole of the bylaw. 



Okanagan Falls OCP & Zoning Bylaws

Overview

• Okanagan Falls will inherit the Regional 
District land use bylaws that apply to it on 
the day of incorporation:

 this can be in the form of the existing 
Electoral Area OCP & Zoning bylaws; 
OR

 this can be in the form of OCP & 
Zoning bylaws specific to Okanagan 
Falls.
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Overview

A proactive approach to this issue is 
seen to have multiple benefits:

• clean regulatory framework for 
OK Falls staff to work with;

• remove any urgency to create 
new bylaws (legislative updates 
will be required by 2028)

• clarifies Electoral Area bylaws.
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Proposal

• New OCP & 
Zoning bylaws be 
enacted for OK 
Falls;

• Okanagan Valley 
Zoning Bylaw has 
OK Falls 
removed.*

Okanagan Valley Zoning Bylaw Okanagan Falls Zoning Bylaw
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Next Steps

If the bylaws are initiated by the Board, the following be 
undertaken:

• posting of bylaws and other materials on RDOS website;

• Information release, social media, newspapers, Voyent Alert;

• Public Information Meeting (PIM) / Q&A Session;

• Referral to external agencies.

Report back to the Board on results in July (EASC).
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Administrative Recommendation:

THAT the Okanagan Falls Official Community Plan (OCP) Bylaw 
No. 3148; Okanagan Falls Zoning Bylaw No. 3149; and 
Okanagan Valley Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2800.66, be 
initiated.

Alternative:

Status quo.
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Questions?
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