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Statutory Authority
• Section 524 of the Local Government Act 

allows the Board to regulate development 
within a floodplain.

• This includes establishing the flood level 
and setbacks from a watercourse.

• Consideration must be given to provincial 
guidelines.
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Background:  
• Major flooding in Osoyoos and 

Similkameen Valley (1972)
• First “flood control” regulations 

introduced in 1973 (Areas “A” & 
“H”).

• Comprehensive floodplain 
regulations introduced into the 
zoning bylaws in 1982.
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Background:  
• For Osoyoos Lake, the “flood level” 

established by the zoning bylaw was 
280.7 metres (Geodetic Survey of 
Canada Datum).

• Level is based on provincial mapping 
with the “current” mapping prepared 
in 1992 (approx.)

• Mapping has been used by the Town 
and Regional District.
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Background
• 2018 flooding impacted 

private properties and 
threatened Town of Osoyoos 
infrastructure.

• Pumping water from flooded 
basements also threatened 
the Town’s sewer system.
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Background
• In response, the Town completed a 

Flood Mitigation Plan (2022), that 
recommended:
 updating the Town’s Zoning Bylaw to 

include revised setbacks, wave 
action measures, flood construction 
levels and floodproofing reqmt’s.
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Background
• New flood construction levels 

for Osoyoos Lake within the 
Town incorporate mapping 
prepared by OBWB in 2019 
using advanced lidar remote 
sensing technology.

• Recommended the “flood level” for 
the lake be increased from 280.7 to 
280.8 metres GSC Datum.
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Issues
• Osoyoos Lake Flood Construction 

Levels:
 280.7 metres (Area “A”)
 280.8 metres (Town)

• flood construction level used by 
the Town and Regional District is 
no longer consistent. 2018 Flooding – Willow Beach
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Proposal
• Osoyoos Lake Flood Construction 

Levels in Okanagan Valley Zoning 
Bylaw be increased to 280.8 
metres; and

• New floodplain map indicating 
flood construction level of 280.8 
metres be introduced.

Osoyoos Lake – Electoral Area “A”
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Administrative Recommendation
THAT the Okanagan Valley Zoning Bylaw No. 2800, 2022, be 
amended in order to incorporate a floodplain elevation of 280.80 
metres Geodetic Survey of Canada (GSC) datum for Osoyoos 
Lake.

Alternative:
Status quo.
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Questions?
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